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The announcement made regarding the construction of the road between Samara and Nosara, located in Nicoya´s coastal area, has created great expectations and hope among the area´s residents. This project will certainly improve transportation, education, work, tourism and real estate development standards. 
For example, on an educational level, children and young people in different communities will be able to access both public and private schools in a much shorter time, leaving behind all the inconveniences and hardships that the road´s bad conditions, especially during the harsh rainy season, represent.  
In order to gain firsthand information of the project’s progress, which consists of paving 27.5 kilometers, and accepting the gracious invitation made by Emiliana García of THE VOICE OF NOSARA, we met with the Ministra de Obras Públicas y Transportes –MOPT-  Ms. Karla González Carvajal.

Reminding her of the visit she made to Nosara in August, 2007, when she made a commitment with the area’s residents in order to carry out the necessary proceedings to build the road,  González once again stated her position: "I said it then and I repeat it now, I am fully aware of the inconveniences and headaches that the area’s residents experience due to the lack of such a road and therefore, we will definitely change it from ballast to asphalt; I never make promises I can’t keep.”
In addition, she mentioned how in May, 2007 a group of residents from Garza, La Esperanza and Nosara visited her office along with Hojancha’s Mayor, Mr. Juan Marín, meeting in which they explained “with great respect, humbleness and clarity the dream of having a road in good conditions and therefore, they can be certain that I will not fail them.” 
In regards to the geometric designs, the pavement and the creation of the construction blueprints, which are being done by the Consorcio Cacisa-Vieto, for 161 million colones, González explained that they will be ready in February 2009 and, in addition, 1.5 kilometers were added to the road’s original layout, which also caused the due date to be extended.  

But once the design is ready, she added, the road’s construction will be put out to tender, a process that could take about 9 months meaning that, “by the end of 2009, between October and November, we will be starting the construction process itself and be sure that, on such a day, I will personally visit Nosara to share the news with all the residents.”  

The cost of such a project is of approximately 60 to 70 million dollars and its financing has been considered within the 850 million dollar loan granted by the Banco Interamericano de Desarrollo –BID-. Currently, such a loan is at the Asamblea Legislativa, waiting for the legislator’s approval. 
“Let’s be clear on this, the total construction cost of the road is considered, by both my office as well as by the government, as an investment and not an expense, since many people will benefit from it and because it is the wish of many rural communities that have developed along these kilometers.” 
For the MOPT’s director, the “guanacastecos” must understand that, in order to carry out these type of projects, of such great magnitude, a series of administrative processes must be fulfilled, and sometimes these don’t allow the work to be done as quickly as the communities would like. 
 Jeannette Rodríguez was one of the community leaders who in May, 2007, along with Shirley Vega, Julia Salguera, Isidro López and Antonio Méndez, tired from so many promises that never became true, traveled to San Jose to personally speak with Karla González: “our community is fully identified with this project, and our greatest wish is to see it get done in order to finally be free from the long journeys full of dust, holes and mud, which have brought us so much suffering.” 

Being optimistic, it seems that what was promised is now being done, but it is up to the area’s residents to demand to the government authorities that what has been promised to them becomes a reality. 
The construction of the Samara-Nosara road must be taken on, as an unavoidable commitment, by President Oscar Arias along with the residents of San Fernando, Santa Teresa, Las Delicias, Barco Quebrado, Panamá, Garza, Guiones and  Bocas de Nosara.

